MT SWCS Board of Directors Teleconference
June 26, 2008
Ann Fischer, Chapter President, called the teleconference meeting to order at 7:33 AM.  Those in attendance were Dick Scheetz, Stacy Eneboe, Heidi Brewer, Tom Pick, Joyce Trevithick, Holly Sessoms, Jane Holzer, Kit Sutherland, Roger Hybner and Valerie Oksendahl.
Meeting Minutes

Jane Holzer had two changes to the May minutes.  Under Treasury Report, change the MT SWCS chapter profit organization status to non-profit.  Under the Scholarship Committee add the scholarship dollar amounts.  Erik Resel received the $500 scholarship and Kailee Bickford received the $250 scholarship. Tom Pick moved to approve the minutes as corrected, second by Dick Scheetz, the minutes approved with corrections. 
Treasury Report
Jane Holzer reported the following account balances as of 6/23/2008. 

$1478.89 Stockman Bank Checking
$ 6439.74 DA Davidson Savings 

$42,486.57 DA Davidson Investments

$  8,913.95 Montana Community Foundation Endowment
Jane emailed all the board members an updated budget spreadsheet as of 6/23/2008. Expenses incurred on the spreadsheet were Soil Painting Kits $189, $750 to MSU for Scholarships, while income received was $250 from NRCS for soil painting kits. 

OLD BUSINESS

Scholarship Committee – Holly Sessoms
 Heidi Brewer sent scholarship announcements out to the newspapers and Jane Holzer has sent $750 to MSU for the students to use for the autumn 2008 semester. Holly Sessoms reported that the scholarships committee business for 2008 have been wrapped up. 
Newsletter 
Ann Fischer asked for newsletter ideas.  Tom Pick brought  up reports on the SWCS International meeing that Kit Sutherland will attend and the chapter summer Jocko River Tour.  Dick Scheetz suggested an article about expiring board terms and the upcoming election of officers.  Jane Holzer and Tom suggested a short blurb about the dates of the January 29-30, 2009, MT Chapter meeting in Billings and the conference topic. 

Summer Tour 2008 - Brad Trosper

Summer Tour will be in August 13 & 14, 2008. Heidi Brewer, Dick Scheetz, Jane Holzer, Roger Hybner, and Stacy Eneboe are planning to attend. Roger thought that Steve VanFossum was also planning to attend. Tom Pick is unable to attend as he will be in Alaska at this time. Kit Sutherland has received no registrations through the RC&D as of June 20th. Valerie Oksendahl will be traveling out of state that week and unable to attend. (Tom suggested that the chapter do a news release on the tour. Some pictures and an agenda would be helpful to promote the event outside of SWCS members.) 
Awards 
Dick Scheetz has been in contact with the Brown Valley Ranch from Stevensville. They may or may not be able to commit to their attendance at the Jocko River Tour to receive their MT Chapter Land Stewardship Award. Ann Fischer will call Carla Lawrence and see if she will be able to attend the summer tour to officially receive her  President’s Award.  Carla picked up her award from Heidi Brewer. 
Soil Quality Annual Technical Conference

Ann Fischer reported that the soil quality conference is scheduled for January 29th and 30th, 2009 at the Depot, in Billings.  Rooms will be reserved at the Clock Tower Inn. Some speakers have been confirmed while other speaker slots are still being filled. 
House of Delegates Meeting
Kit Sutherland is the only one planning to attend the House of Delegates meeting and the National SWCS Conference.  Kit is not presenting a paper; therefore, he must use annual leave and attend on his own time with no reimbursement from NRCS. Kit will present his estimated expenses and will submit the figures to the MT SWCS board for review and approval. 
Heidi Brewer reviewed the National meeting agenda – items of interest are Climate Change, Corporate and individual membership, and multiparty environmental conflicts. The Chapter Development meeting would be an important workshop for Kit to attend, but he will be traveling that day since he is attending on his own time. 

Tom Pick brought up the education component that SWCS supplied in the past.  There was a time when SWCS published comic books for kids.  Tom Pick suggested that SWCS get involved with youth education again. Templates for the chapters that target hands-on activities and other types of material could be developed by National SWCS for the youth. Kit Sutherland and Pick will work together to write something up to present at the House of Delegates Meeting.  Kit will then email something out to the board of directors for review. It is probably too late for this to be a formal resolution as the resolutions were due a while back. However, Kit maybe able to bring it up for further discussion.
Membership Committee
National send out an email recently stating there is no longer a national membership committee.  National SWCS is in the process of re-organizing the membership committee. Valerie Oksendahl will be involved with a national teleconference on July 9th and hopes to find out more information. The MT Chapter Membership Committee has not had a meeting recently.  They are waiting to hear something from National on the new changes. 
Election of Officers – Tom Pick
Kit Sutherland volunteered to be on the election committee.  Kit will join Tom Pick and Roger Hybner.  President-elect, Secretary, a couple of board members and possibly the Treasurers position will be up for election at this end of this year. 
Soil Painting Kits
Tom Pick reported that there is nothing new.  He is wrapping up the final report for the grant funds.  He will follow-up to find out when the MT Chapter will be issued the grant dollars from the Gallatin CD.  Tom is lined up with the Hawthorn School in Bozeman to do a demo this fall.  The Bitterroot Conservation District used some soil painting kits at there spring field day for grade school students. Ann asked Tom if he could have a demonstration at the Soil Quality Technical Conference that highlights the Soil Painting Kits. Jay Booker has the most experience with the soil painting kits and maybe able to attend and conduct a demonstration or breakout session where participants are able use the kits. Tom will follow-up with Jay.  
Endowment

Tom Pick has been working on other things and had nothing new to report.  Tom has a letter prepared to all MT SWCS members. Tom plans to send this to the membership sometime in the future. 
Bracelets

Heidi Brewer has not gotten any new requests for bracelets. 
Record book

Ann Fischer discussed the development of the previous CD record book that the MT Chapter produced several years ago.  The MT Chapter is considering an update of the record book and would like to work with other organizations with the update and to reproduce the record book, maybe in a different format.  Ann will follow-up with Carla Lawrence on possible partners for updating and reproducing a digital record book. 
Soil Quality Conference – Rapid City
Ann Fischer has a new agenda and registration for the February 18-19, 2009 Soil Quality Conference to be held in Rapid City.  Ann will forward the information out to the board.  There are numerous topics that would fit with NRCS staff training plans.  A discussion followed on getting agency travel and per diem approval. Ann and Tom Pick will follow-up with NRCS supervisors on the issues discussed. 
Kit Sutherland moved to adjourn, second by Dick Scheetz, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 AM.   
The next board teleconference will be at 7:30 AM on July 15, 2008.  
Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ STACY DENNY ENEBOE
Stacy Denny Eneboe

MT SWCS Chapter Secretary
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